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is well to understand how this change has
come about, so that when the word "sacri-
fice " is used the instinctive connotation is
one of pain.

The explanation is seen when we turn
from the manifesting Life to the forms in
which it is embodied, and look at the
question of sacrifice from the side of the
forms. While the life of Life is in giving,
the life, or persistence, of form is in taking,
for the form is wasted as it is exercised, it
is diminished as it is exerted. If the form
is to continue, it must draw fresh material
from outside itself in order to repair its
losses, else will it waste and vanish away.
The form must grasp, keep, build into
itself what it has grasped, else it cannot
persist; and the law of growth of the form
is to take and assimilate that which the
wider universe supplies. As the con-
sciousness identifies itself with the form,
regarding the form as itself, sacrifice takes
on a painful aspect; to give, to surrender,
to lose what has been acquired, is felt to
undermine the persistence of the form, and
thus the Law of Sacrifice becomes a law
of pain instead of a law of joy.